


















Florida Studio Theatre awarded more than 100 playwrights at its Young 
Playwrights Festival May 19 at Gompertz Theatre. 
by: Niki Kottmann Managing Editor of Arts and Entertainment 

All you need is a pen and paper (or more accurately a computer) to write a play — you 

can even do it before you’re old enough to drive. 

For 27 years, Florida Studio Theatre has recognized thousands of young playwrights 

(K-12th grade) from various countries through its Write a Play program. Throughout 

this past season, FST received 5,700 submissions for the program, and 100 winners and 

honorable mentions hailing from the U.S., Scotland, Israel and Russia were picked to be 

recognized at the May 19 awards ceremony. 

Gompertz Theatre was packed with friends, family and teachers of the young 

playwrights for the ceremony, which also included a special recognition for Publix 

Super Markets Charities, one of the program’s vital supporters. 

After watching award-winning plays “Seven Up” and “The Boy Who Liked Pulling 

Hair,” guests listened to speeches by FST’s Managing Director Rebecca Hopkins, 

Associate Director At-Large Kate Alexander and a keynote address by Producing 

Artistic Director and CEO Richard Hopkins. 

One winning playwright was Viviana Serrano, a fourth grader from Garden Elementary 

who has now won three years in a row. This year she was awarded for her “A ‘Beary’ 

Big Adventure,” last year for “A Recipe for Friendship” and in 2016 for “Princess Poetry 

Saves the Day.” 

Another winning playwright was Joe Hagney, a first grader at Gulf Gate Elementary 

whose “How to Make a Milkshake” was inspired by his mom’s job at an ice cream shop. 

He says it only took him an hour to write his masterpiece, which gets laughs with its 

ironic premise of teaching audiences the wrong way to make a milkshake. 

The fedora-wearing writer’s advice for those interested in playwriting is simple. 

“Be creative,” Hagney says. 

 

https://www.yourobserver.com/articles/author/niki-kottmann














Florida Studio Theatre Celebrates Opening 
of Kretzmer Artist Residence 

by BWW News Desk Dec. 18, 2017   

Tweet Share      
On December 4, 2017 Florida Studio Theatre held 
the official dedication for the opening of the 
Kretzmer Artist Housing Project located on Cohen 
Way in the growing Rosemary District. These five 
new townhomes help to fill the pressing need for 
quality housing that is safe, accessible, and within 
close proximity to downtown. 
Project supporters, FST artists, Board members, 
and FST staff all gathered to celebrate the 
completion of this new artistic home. "This is 
where it all begins," said Producing Artistic 

Director, Richard Hopkins. "This is where the artist lives. The Kretzmer Artist Residence is 
the cornerstone of an artistic community; A community that will inspire collaboration among 
the many different artists, interns, and apprentices who work diligently and tirelessly to 
inspire, challenge, and entertain on FST's five stages." 

Ernie Kretzmer, in loving memory of Alisa Kretzmer contributed the lead gift to this new 
artist housing. Along with a matching challenge made by Ed and Susan Maier, additional 
contributions to see the completed project were given by individual donors as well as the 
State of Florida (sponsored in part by the Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, 
the Florida Council on Arts and Culture and the State of Florida), the Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, and the Bank of America Client Foundation, Richardson Foundation 
Fund, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee. 

After breaking ground on the project back in October of 2016, the structure was completed 
just one year later in November of 2017. "One purpose in building this building is to raise 
the value of art in our society," said Hopkins. "The best way to raise the value of art is to 
raise the value of our artist. One way we show that we value our artists is by providing them 
with an excellent artistic home. It's a place to think. It's a place to imagine the unimaginable. 
It's a place to dream what no one has dreamed." 

FST Board President, Dennis McGillicuddy also adds, "We at FST have never placed 
buildings and other infrastructure needs ahead of our artistic mission; Just the opposite, as 
we have consistently made certain that our artistic requirements are what drives our capital 
spending. Having high quality actor housing that this project represents is another example 
of that principle as it is crucial to maintaining the quality of our work." 

Along with Florida Studio Theatre's tremendous growth in programming over the last 5 
years, comes the growth of the artistic company and staff. FST currently houses over 100 
guest artists and interns a year. These new townhomes include 20 bedrooms for visiting 
artists and young theatre professionals participating in the educational internship program. 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/author/BWW-News-Desk
https://www.broadwayworld.com/sarasota/article/Florida-Studio-Theatre-Celebrates-Opening-of-Kretzmer-Artist-Residence-20171218
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Florida+Studio+Theatre+Celebrates+Opening+of+Kretzmer+Artist+Residence+&url=https://www.broadwayworld.com/sarasota/article/Florida-Studio-Theatre-Celebrates-Opening-of-Kretzmer-Artist-Residence-20171218
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.broadwayworld.com/sarasota/article/Florida-Studio-Theatre-Celebrates-Opening-of-Kretzmer-Artist-Residence-20171218
mailto:?subject=Florida%20Studio%20Theatre%20Celebrates%20Opening%20of%20Kretzmer%20Artist%20Residence&body=https://www.broadwayworld.com/sarasota/article/Florida-Studio-Theatre-Celebrates-Opening-of-Kretzmer-Artist-Residence-20171218
https://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Studio-Theatre/
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According to Hopkins, "The Kretzmer Residence will take us well into the 21st Century. 

For that, we have Ernie and Alisa Kretzmer to thank. The future has gotten a little bit 
brighter today because of the lead gift of Ernie and Alisa Kretzmer, the Matching challenge 
of Ed and Susan Maier, and the support of the FST Family. Thank you all." 

About Florida Studio Theatre 
Known as Sarasota's Contemporary Theatre, Florida Studio Theatre was founded in 1973 
by Jon Spelman. Starting out as a small touring company, FST traveled to places such as 
migrant camps and prisons. The company then acquired the former Woman's Club building, 
becoming the first permanent venue. Shortly after Producing Artistic Director Richard 
Hopkins arrived, the building was purchased and renamed The Keating Theatre. In the 
years that followed, Florida Studio Theatre established itself as a major force in American 
Theatre, presenting contemporary theatre in its five theatre venues: the Keating Theatre, 
the Gompertz Theatre, the Parisian style Goldstein Cabaret and John C. Court Cabaret, 
and Bowne's Lab Theatre. 
Even with its growth, Florida Studio Theatre remains firmly committed to making the arts 
accessible and affordable to a broad-based audience. FST develops theatre that speaks to 
our living, evolving, and dynamically changing world. As FST grows and expands, it 
continues to provide audiences with challenging, contemporary drama and innovative 
programs. 
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 “Opioid Crisis: Is your family at risk?” symposium of Humanity Working to End 
Genocide held Feb. 25 at St. Martha Catholic School in Sarasota. 

Opioid crisis takes center stage at symposium 

BY BOB REDDY OF THE FLORIDA CATHOLIC STAFF | MARCH 13, 2018 

Sarasota | The Centers for Disease Control recently reported that overdoses kill five people 

every hour across the United States, or 5,400 per year in Florida. In addition, the percentage of 

opioid-related emergency room visits jumped 30 percent in one year. 

This is a national and local issue which is why the Diocese of Venice, along with the Sarasota 

Ministerial Association, the Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, and the Florida Studio 

Theatre, hosted a symposium with Humanity Working to End Genocide titled “Opioid Crisis: Is 

your family at risk?” on Feb. 25 at the Zazarino Center of St. Martha Catholic School in 

Sarasota. The event included personal testimonies and a panel discussion. 

The most poignant talk was from Lisa Brandy who shared the heartbreaking story of how her 

daughter, Brandi, died in 2011 at the age of 18 due to prescription drug poisoning. The story was 

even more powerful as Lisa Brandy shared samples from Brandi’s journal as she struggled with 

addiction, stayed sober for long periods, but sadly relapsed before taking opiates one more time. 

“That night her decision to use a prescription opiate resulted in tragedy and we lost the daughter 

we loved so much, and alongside whom we fought so diligently, to accidental drug poisoning,” 

Lisa Brandy said. “She didn’t expect to die. She didn’t believe she would die. Nobody who dies 

this way ever thinks they won’t wake up again.” 

Her advice is to increase resources at all levels to provide support for those who are facing 

addiction and for the families who also struggle. “Addiction is not a choice. It is a disease. Please 
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don’t judge them. There is not one young person who wants to be an addict. Not one, I can 

guarantee you. This is a man-made epidemic. Opioids were created for end-of-life transition — a 

terminally ill cancer patient for example — not for your wisdom tooth, not for menstrual cramps 

and not for a sprained ankle.” 

Bishop Frank J. Dewane delivered the invocation and expressed his prayers that everyone work 

together to find a solution to this crisis which rips apart families each day. 

The symposium grew out of the Opioid Crisis Clergy Conference in September 2017, which 

included religious leaders from all faiths. It was decided then that due to the serious and deadly 

nature of the local and national opioid crisis, important information needed to reach their 

respective congregations. 

A panel discussion addressed the harsh reality of the problems facing the community where 

addiction to opioids is overwhelming first responders, emergency rooms and treatment facilities 

and families. On the panel were: Dr. Russell S. Vega, chief medical examiner of District 12 

which includes Sarasota and Manatee counties; Pastor Lynette McCleland of the Sarasota 

Ministerial Association; P.J. Brooks, Vice President of First Step; and Dr. Eddy Regnier, a 

member of the National Register of Health Service Providers in Psychology and the Florida 

Psychological Association. 

It was generally agreed that there needs to be a greater awareness about the opioid crisis. The 

panel recommended better integration of addiction treatment into the health care system. For 

example, emergency room staff need better training to make sure addicts get follow-up addiction 

treatment. Too often, addicts are simply revived and sent home without follow-up care, only to 

overdose again. Intervention is needed in the face of this opioid crisis. 

 


